
Changes Bring More Choices to Southeast Neighborhood
   Crews are busy this 
summer on construction 
and renovation projects 
in the Southeast Neigh-
borhood. Within the 
next eighteen months 
one new apartment 
complex, a residence 
hall, and a dining facil-
ity will open in this part 
of campus, offering resi-
dents several housing 
and dining options.

3rd & Union Apartments
   Work is on schedule 
at 3rd & Union Apart-
ments, a 102-unit build-
ing set to open this fall. 
The facility features 
studio and one-bedroom 
apartments for sopho-
mores through graduate 
students and offers a 
12-month option. 
   “This building brings 
back to the Southeast 
Neighborhood the type 
of space that was lost 
when University West 
Apartments were razed 
to make way for the 
Jacobs School of Mu-
sic’s expansion,” said 
RPS Executive Director 
Pat Connor. “It offers 
the same type of liv-
ing space [as University Continued on Page 3

Apartments], but with 
better focus on fostering 
a sense of community.” 
There will be a common 
area where students can 
gather for community 
events. “This kind of 
area was not previously 
available at apartments 
in this part of campus.”

Rose Avenue 
Residence Hall
   The newest addition 
to RPS housing is Rose 
Avenue Residence Hall, 
a 440-bed center that 
is also being built with 
community in mind. An 
open, central gather-
ing space located on the 
main floor allows stu-
dents to informally con-
nect with each other and 
to host programs open 
to all members of the 
community. Plans also 

call for dedicated space 
on each floor where 
residents can gather for 
group study or informal 
social interaction. 
   “This project offered 
RPS the chance to build 
the first new residence 
hall at IU in a long time. 
The design responds to a 
national effort to build a 
residence hall that meets 
the needs and expecta-
tions of students living 
on campus in the 21st 
century,” Connor said. 
“The facility uses space 
and design differently 
than existing residence 
halls and will deliver 
services that students 
tell us are important to 
them. Among these are 
classroom and computer 
lab space, a Movies, Mu-
sic, and More (MMM) 
location, and a coffee 

house. All of these will 
be on site,” he said. 
“The idea is to offer 
features and accommo-
dations that will make 
the choice to remain on 
campus an easy one.”
   Residents can select 
from single- or double-
occupancy rooms, as 
well as some studio-
style spaces. Single and 
double rooms share 
semi-private bathrooms, 
and studios have private 
bathrooms. Rose Avenue 
Residence Hall is sched-
uled to open in the fall 
of 2013. 

Woodland Centre
   Dining service in the 
neighborhood is also 
changing. The cen-
ter building at Forest 
Residence Center will 
be closed during the 
2012-13 year to undergo 
a transformation that, 
when finished, will fea-
ture Woodland Centre, 
the new principal dining 
facility in the Southeast 
Neighborhood. Its con-
struction incorporates 
students’ feedback along 
with recent trends in 

An artist’s rendering shows 3rd & Union Apartments, one of three 
construction projects under way in the Southeast Neighborhood.
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Getting Ready for the Move: Things to Remember
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  As you help your stu-
dent make a checklist 
(or at least look it over), 
in preparation for his 
or her move to campus, 
RPS offers the following 
tips to help the transi-
tion go smoothly:

Bedding – 
   Be sure to have the es-
sentials: sheets, pillows, 
and blankets/comfort-
ers. A mattress pad is 
also handy, as are under-
bed storage containers. 

Clothing –
   If possible, bring only 
seasonal clothing when 
first arriving on campus. 
This helps utilize space 
more efficiently. Other 
items can be retrieved 
when your student visits 
home, or can be shipped 
to campus later.

Furniture & Appliances –
   Microwave ovens and 
mini-refrigerators are 
popular items in many 
rooms. If either one is on 
your checklist, encourage 
your student to contact 
his or her roommate(s) 
and discuss who will 
bring what appliances. 
This will help eliminate 
redundancy and the 
transport of unnecessary 
items. The same is true 
for chairs, futons, TVs, 
game systems, and lamps.  
Communication is key!

Important Documents –
   Residents should bring 
critical documents such 
as their driver’s license, 
medical insurance card, 
debit card/checks, and, of 
course, their IU ID card. 
Students must present 
their IU ID to check into 
their assigned room.

Laundry Supplies –
   Unless your student 
will be home every 
weekend, chances are 
he or she will be do-
ing laundry on campus. 
Laundry rooms are in 
the basements of most 
residential buildings. 
Detergent, fabric soften-
er, bleach, stain remover, 
and clothes hangers 
should all make the 
checklist. An iron and 
small ironing board and 
laundry bag or hamper 
are also useful. 
   All washers and dry-
ers in the residence halls 
are operated by card 
readers. Residents can 

use their CampusAccess 
account to activate the 
machines. Money may 
be added to the account 
at Value Transfer Sta-
tions (VTS).

Medical/Personal Items –
   From antibiotic cream 
to vitamins, don’t forget 
to pack health and hy-
giene products. Tooth-
brushes, curling irons, 
and contact solution are 
easily overlooked; make 
sure to add this category 
to your checklist. There 
are stores on and off 
campus if you forget 
something, but you are 
less likely to leave home 
without the essentials if 
you have to mark them 
off as they get packed.

Other Considerations –
   A small dolly or cart 
from home, along with 
hand tools, can be valu-
able resources. Remove 

new items from their 
packaging and pack small-
er items inside of larger 
ones whenever possible.

Once You’re Here…
   Parents or family 
members should take 
turns carrying items into 
the room and helping 
students unpack. Rooms 
can become crowded 
when roommates, fam-
ily members, and many 
boxes and other items 
are present. 
   Finally, be sure to have 
accurate directions to 
the student’s residence 
hall. Be aware that traffic 
flows will be altered in 
order to help expedite the 
move-in process, and that 
construction projects are 
further restricting access 
in the Southeast Neigh-
borhood this August.
   For more information, 
visit the Residence Hall 
Move-in Guide. 

Friday, August 3: Early move-in at Union 
Street Center, Willkie, Hillcrest apartments

Sunday, August 12: Residence hall early 
arrival begins

Wednesday, August 15: Official residence 
hall opening

Thursday, August 16: Apartment housing 
opens for new contract holders

RPS Calendar

Make a checklist for move-in day!
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Rose Avenue Residence Hall will open in the fall of 2013.

Continued from Page 1

facility designs to create 
a new venue that serves 
today and tomorrow’s 
students, Connor said. 
   “We wanted to provide 
a location that was a 
response to what current 
and future students are 
looking for in their cam-
pus dining experience,” 
said Connor. “Freshness, 
presentation cooking, a 
wide selection of menu 
offerings at one location, 
and early and late-night 
options are all going to 

be part of this new venue. 
It will be unique and 
different.”  Woodland 
Center will offer multiple 
ethnic and traditional 
dining selections.
   These projects are part 
of an effort to enhance 
students’ experiences 
while living on campus, 
Connor said. “The goal 
is to allow students to 
get to know one another 
and experience a sense 
of belonging that can aid 
in academic success.”

Construction to Make for 
Congested Move-in
   Road and building 
closures on and around 
campus are going to 
make this year’s move-in 
even more congested. On 
campus, the Southeast 
Neighborhood will be es-
pecially busy due to con-
struction, and the work 
will continue throughout 
the school year. If you are 
moving a student to cam-
pus this August, please be 
aware that parking will 
be limited in some areas. 
Traffic is also likely to be 
redirected. Keep an eye 
on the RPS Web site for 
information. 

   “It is important for par-
ents and family members 
to understand what’s going 
on where, and to know 
that we’re building for your 
student’s future,” said Pat 
Connor, RPS executive di-
rector. Students especially 
should locate and use the 
preferred pedestrian paths 
that have been marked by 
construction crews to help 
ensure safety, he said. “We 
ask for your patience and 
understanding as we com-
plete our work during this 
exciting time on campus.” 

Guidelines for Room Decorating
   Whether it’s deciding 
what colors to use or 
where the fridge is going 
to be located, decorat-
ing a room in a residence 
hall is a big deal. RPS 
understands and appreci-
ates students’ enthusiasm 
for personalizing their 
space. Following is some 
information to help create 
a comfortable and safe 
environment.
Placement of furniture    
   The furniture arrange-
ment in each room is 
predetermined and set up 
by RPS. For safety, indi-
viduals are not permitted 
to change the bedding 
setup in any room. How-
ever, in some rooms, the 

bed arrangement may be 
modified by making ar-
rangements with Bedloft. 
Roommates should dis-
cuss the best placement 
for larger personal items 
such as microwaves and 
mini-refrigerators. 
   “RPS wants all resi-
dents to feel comfortable 
and to personalize their 
residence hall space, but 
we also want everyone in 
the residence halls to be 
safe,” said Michele Buck-
lin, associate director of 
facilities management. 
Proposed changes to a 
room must be submitted 
in writing to the residence 
manager and approved 
Continued on Page 5

Woodland Centre, set to open in 2013, will expand dining choices in the 
Southeast Neighborhood.
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What Makes for Good Roommate Relationships?
   Somewhere on most 
students’ “to do” lists is 
getting to know his or her 
roommate(s). If shar-
ing a room will be a new 
experience, RPS offers 
a few tips that can help 
make the transition go 
smoothly. 
   “Before move-in day: 
Roommate A should try 
to spend a weekend with 
Roommate B at his/her 
house in his/her room 
and then switch on a dif-
ferent weekend. This gives 
them each the opportu-
nity to see how the other 
lives,” said Cedric Harris, 
associate director of Ash-
ton, Eigenmann, Foster, 
and Wright residence cen-
ters. “Many times friends 
want to room together 
but they have never slept 
in a small room together 
for any length of time. It 

is at that time that they 
learn about the things the 
other person does that 
may annoy them. If they 
can take advantage of a 

time to stay in the same 
room together, they may 
be able to talk about any 
differences – things like, 
“I did not know that you 
snored,” or “I did not 
know that you like your 
room hot/cold,” or “I did 
not know that your room 
is so messy/clean.”
   Many students use so-
cial networking sites like 
Facebook and Twitter to 
get to know one another. 
While it is popular, Harris 
advises that it should not 
replace in-person con-
tact. “Good roommates 
talk about things to get to 
know each other better 
with the understanding 
that they may be destined 
to be best friends for life 
or they may just have to 
learn how to live together 
for the current school 
year. They cannot rely 

upon social media and text 
messaging to communi-
cate with each other.  Face-
to-face communication is 
always best,” he said. 

   Jeanne Lady, associ-
ate director of Forest, 
Read, and Willkie resi-
dence centers and Union 
Street  Center apartments, 
agreed. “Social media 
allows folks to connect 
quickly and easily these 
days, but shouldn’t be 
relied upon as the sole 
means of communication 
nor should be used to 
pre-judge a student,” she 
said. “Talk on the phone 
or Skype with each other, 
as well as share Facebook/
Twitter information.”
   If your student does 
reach out to a roommate 
via social media, it’s a 
good idea to offer a gentle 
reminder to double-check 
the content on his or her 
pages before a new room-
mate checks them out. 
Likewise, you might need 
to encourage your student 
to not make judgments 
based on a person’s name 
or home address. Often 
such assumptions about 
others are incorrect and 

detrimental to building a 
solid roommate relation-
ship. 

My Stuff, Your Stuff, 
Our Stuff
   “Each person should 
bring their own items 
(i.e. TV or music system 
or fridge, etc.), or have a 
good conversation about 
how to share what they 
bring and what ‘rules’ will 
be in place to share,” Har-
ris advised. “If one brings 
the fridge and one brings 
the TV and they have an 
argument, then each may 
restrict the other from 
using their item. So it is 
important to talk about 
how to share personal 
items.” It’s also a good 
idea to discuss buying 
items for the room prior 
to the purchase, so as to 
avoid redundancy.
   “Learn how to be as-
sertive and be nice,” said 
Harris. “Don’t assume. If 
you want to know some-
Continued on Page 5

Be sure to set clear rules about using each other’s items, such as TVs, 
game systems, refrigerators, etc.

Good roommates like to hang out with each other and use each 
other as a support system.



fishnets, curtains, paper, 
etc., cannot be used.
• Residents are responsi-
ble for restoring the room 
to its original, acceptable 
condition at move-out. 
The A to Z Guide to Resi-
dence Hall Living.
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thing, ask your room-
mate. Good roommates 
go to each other and 
avoid bringing parents 
and others into solving 
their problems, at least 
initially. Parents and oth-
ers are used as resources 
and not the initial prob-
lem solvers.” 
   “Parents should be sup-
portive of their student as 
they work towards build-
ing a relationship with 
their new roommate-to-
be, but should allow the 
two roommates to work 

on this together and try 
to not insert themselves 
into the process,” added 
Lady.
   Moral support is also 
important, said Harris. 
“Good roommates like to 
hang out with each other 
and use each other as a 
support system.  They 
look out for each other 
no matter what. Good 
roommates enjoy experi-
encing college together. 
They trust each other 
and are considerate of 
each other. Good room-
mates attend programs 

Guidelines for Room Decorating
before any modifications 
are made. Keep in mind:
 • Painting is not permitted.
 • Only authorized univer-
sity employees may make 
changes to the electrical 
system and wiring in the 
residence halls.
 • Furniture or other items 
may not be attached to or 
supported by walls, existing 

fixtures, or furniture in the 
room. Beds may be bunked 
or lofted by Bedloft.com.
 • Furniture must not 
obstruct doors or win-
dows at any time. Doors 
and windows must be 
accessible and operational 
at all times to be used as 
a means of exit or entry, 
especially in emergency 
situations.

    
  

Continued from Page 4

Continued from Page 3

Be creative, but follow guidelines.

and participate on their 
residence hall floor.”
   At move-in each room-
mate receives a Residence 
Hall Community Survey 
and a Roommate Sur-
vey. Both documents are 
designed to help students 
adjust to residence hall 
life and get to know those 
with whom they will 
share their living space. 
When the surveys have 
been completed, students 
will schedule meetings 
with their roommate(s) 
and the Resident Assis-
tant responsible for their 

floor. These meetings 
clarify expectations and 
establish a mutual basis 
of understanding.
   Getting to know a 
stranger can be scary, 
but being honest and 
speaking up will help to 
develop a hopefully posi-
tive relationship. “The 
hall student, graduate, 
and professional staff are 
there to help roommates 
with all kinds of situa-
tions that could arise. 
Utilize their expertise 
and resources,” said Lady.

What Makes for Good Roommate Relationships?

• All furniture that comes 
in the room or apartment 
must stay in the room or 
apartment.
 • Carpeting must have a 
flame spread rating and 
smoke-contribution rat-
ing of 200 or less. Com-
mercial carpet should be 
tagged or marked with 
this information.
 • Hanging lights, sheets, 
or other objects from the 
ceiling is not permitted.
 • Decorative lights are 
not to be hung over 
windows, near curtains or 
other fabrics. 
 • All window treatments 
(draperies or blinds) pro-
vided are flame retardant 
and should not be re-
placed or modified.
 • Highly flammable deco-
rative materials such as Common interests and a little imagination can go a long way when 

it comes to decorating a residence hall room.
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Residential Programs and Services 
Phone Numbers
Administrative Offices  812-855-1764
Apartment Assignments  812-855-6600
Dining Services   812-855-1764
Learning Communities  812-855-5911
Residence Hall Assignments 812-855-5601 or 1-800-817-6371
Parking    812-855-7464

E-mail Addresses
General Information  rpshelp@indiana.edu
Apartment Assignments  apthouse@indiana.edu
Dining Services   rpsdine@indiana.edu
Learning Communities  rpsais@indiana.edu
Residence Hall Assignments housing@indiana.edu
Parking    rpspark@indiana.edu


