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'Stewards of Freedom' 
 Civil Rights Immersion Trip 

Forty-nine students and RPS staff members left Bloomington on January 12, headed for a whirlwind tour of the 
nation's capital. The purpose of the trip: to gain a better understanding of civil rights struggles faced by various 
groups, and to learn how those efforts continue to impact lives throughout the United States.
The group spent two and a half days touring familiar landmarks, lesser-known locations, and brand new 
memorials. The first stop was the National Portrait Gallery, where a current exhibit called "The Black List: 
Photographs by Timothy Greenfield-Sanders" highlights the accomplishments of African Americans. According 
to the gallery's Web site, "Historically, 'blacklist' denotes a group of people marginalized and denied work or 
social approval. In an effort to redefine the term, these portraits of 50 African Americans reclaim the term 
'blacklist' to be affirming, influential and powerful."
A tour of the Anacostia Community Museum, a meeting on Capitol Hill with a member of Rep. Andre Carson's 
office, and a tour of the U.S. Capitol Building rounded out Friday afternoon. That evening the group attended a 
special MLK program at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, where the featured speaker was 
Harry E. Johnson Sr., president and CEO of the Washington, D.C. Martin Luther King Jr. National Memorial 
Project Foundation.  The group braved a chilly winter morning to visit the new MLK memorial.                           
Saturday morning's first destination was the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial. Opened in August 2011 after 
more than two decades of planning, fundraising, and construction, the four-acre memorial features a 30-foot 
granite statue of Dr. King overlooking the Tidal Basin and the Jefferson Memorial.  The vision of the memorial 
project, according to its Web site, is to both commemorate and further the ideals for which Dr. King stood. "Dr. 
King championed a movement that draws fully from the deep well of America's potential for freedom, 
opportunity, and justice. His vision of America is captured in his message of hope and possibility for a future 
anchored in dignity, sensitivity, and mutual respect; a message that challenges each of us to recognize that 
America's true strength lies in its diversity of talents." 
Saturday also included visits to the Lincoln and FDR memorials, the African American Civil War Memorial and 
Museum, a presentation at the New York Avenue Presbyterian Church by staff members from the U.S. 
Department of Justice, and a visit to the National Japanese American Memorial.
 "As an international student, I have always been fascinated by the history and culture of the U.S.," said Priya 
Powar. "When I studied modern history as a kid, I idolized Mahatma Gandhi. That was also the time I was 
introduced to leaders like MLK and Nelson Mandela – the Gandhis of the modern world. I chose this trip to pay 
homage to such ideals." A student ponders one of several relief sculptures at the FDR Memorial.                        
     
"I learned so much on this trip," added Cari Morales. "I really enjoyed the diversity of places we managed to 
visit. When people think about civil rights, they often think about black and white, but there's so much more!"
"I came because Dr. King is inspirational to me," said Ivonne Romo. "His actions and the result of his vision 
have impacted Latin Americans for decades. We can all learn from his sacrifices, the awareness he brought, 
and his strategic steps." 
On Sunday, as is traditional for the Civil Rights Immersion Trip, the group attended services at a local church. 
This year's selection was All Souls Church, Unitarian, located in Georgetown. At a reflection session afterward, 
students discussed what they would take away from this experience.  



"Coming from a conservative upbringing, I admit that it does not come naturally to me to be all-encompassing of
racial, sexual, or economic differences," said Powar. "However, the education, exposure to multiple ethnicities 
at [IUB] and work, and the experiences on this trip have made me respect the differences and give up on my 
superficial prejudices for a more holistic and friendly social experience." 
"I will have a more willing ear when people have a cause to speak up for," said Romo. "I believe we must listen 
to others; inequality one place is inequality everywhere."
See more trip photos at our Facebook gallery.
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